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The projects presented in
this book were all born in complex urban and landscape contexts and in planning
situations often bristling with difficulties. Sometimes they concern residual
parts of the city and territory left in marginalised conditions of settlement
and use, after having been mangled by processes for the development of
infrastructure as intensive as they are short-sighted (Bettola Casignolo in
Monza and Cascina Merlata in Milan). Or they deal with areas made available by
the abandonment of production activities that have compromised their patterns
of settlement and environmental equilibria (the Hafen of Cologne-Deutz and
Frankfurt am Main or the Cantoni and Schwarzenbach factories in Saronno and
Seveso respectively). Other projects attempt instead to complete the
interrupted designs of excessively autonomous parts of the city: morphological
enclaves that have neglected the problem of the relationship with their urban
and landscape environs (Bicocca in Milan and the north-east sector of
Abbiategrasso). Or again infrastructural fringes that have found themselves,
over the course of urban development, in privileged locations, so that they
have ended up close to the city centre and yet extensively degraded from the
perspective of their morphology, environment and use (the railway yards of
Bergamo, Novara, Seveso or the Linate motorway
junction).
Starting out from specific
situations and hemmed in by the concrete nature of the case, these projects
imply questions of a more general nature, such as the fragile condition of the
contemporary city and the difficulties inherent in plans to transform or renew
existing cities, towns and urban landscapes.
The reckless character of
infrastructures in urbanised territories and cities, the emergence of the
phenomenon of the abandonment of manufacturing areas and infrastructural
fringes in the vicinity of urban centres and the advent of a new environmental
awareness connected to the conservation of land and non-renewable resources are
resulting in a shift in perspective and new ways of looking at the cities and
landscapes we have inherited. The urgent need to reorganise and introduce
innovations into the networks and hubs of public and private transport, the
economic benefits expected from processes of urban and landscape renewal and
the aspiration to shape new kinds of settlement suited to contemporary rituals
of habitation – where the urban component and the dimension of landscape often
coexist and overlap – create the conditions for a continual evolution in the
approaches, methods and theoretical and planning instruments used to intervene
in the city.
If in the sixties there was a
tendency to derive urban and territorial layouts from policies of economic planning,
and in the seventies and eighties the focus of interest shifted to a “critical
reconstruction” of the city, since the nineties there has been a move towards
the project working out its own modes of intervention, tackling in practice the
conflicts generated by the incessant pressure for change.
The projects illustrated here
exemplify the way contemporary urban planning is moving in practice, and how it
is precisely in the effective transformation of cities and landscapes that it
is finding the theoretical and practical forms of its action. An urban planning
that, as has recently been pointed out, having emancipated itself from the
typo-morphological tradition focused on the built, is now coming to embrace the
open spaces of the city within the horizon of the landscape, allowing it to
incorporate infrastructures and other complex systems once considered
incompatible with the urban character. From this is emerging a set of attitudes
and fragmentary reflections that in a process of trial and error is defining
lateral approaches, routes that cut across the habits of design and planning. A
research that does not set itself poetic and stylistic goals, but manipulates
building, landscape, geographical and infrastructural materials as an
inevitable condition of operation.
By the term “coordinated
urban strategy” we are referring to the mutable set of practices that, in
contrast to the long time, the centuries, that it takes to construct the city,
promote the building of large parts of the urban fabric in a relatively short
span of time. Coordinated by a planner, building, infrastructural and landscape
components are gathered together in a wide-ranging strategy of settlement that
attempts to identify flexible principles for management of the processes of
qualitative transformation of the city and its landscape, instead of fixing
rules and forms in advance in arrangements of planes and masses whose
realization is left for the future.
With its strategic values,
the coordinated urban project on the one hand works as an agent of
regeneration, a specific qualitative transformation in particularly reactive
and complicated places, and on the other brings into play new energies of urban
and landscape renewal, less and less represented within the traditional
confines of governance. A refining of modes and practices, a building up of
skills and expertise in order to be able to go along, in an action of planning
with multiple offshoots, with the process of transformation of the settlement.
A specific knowledge of the
city is accompanied by the ability to coordinate a complex set of levels
related to questions of different kinds: 
- strategic: on an
intermediate scale between the overall urban form and the specific intervention
of transformation; 
- morphological: meaning and
form of the spaces of the city, in its landscaping, building and
infrastructural aspects, seen in relation to the traces of the existing city
and its possible innovative implications;
- financial: the economic
underpinning of the operation, the mobilization of investments, the rules
governing public and private involvement, the control of profitability and
redistribution; 
- communicative: building of
consensus around the project to bring about a sharing of intentions and
objectives;
- managerial: continual management
of the process in the change in its structures of form and use in view of
plural interests and sectional contributions and the necessity to specify
programmes and uses at the planning stage for a realization of the intervention
in stages and by complete parts.
The incompatibility of the
short timescale of decision-making with respect the long one of the city’s
construction is reflected in the urgency of the media to anticipate the final
scenarios of the configurations of the area, so that the mode of representation
is always twofold: maps of the principles of settlement and views of the
possible outcomes. These last are provisional visions, and liable to
modification, but useful in orienting subsequent projects and in anticipating
themes like the typology of the open spaces, the landscape, the forms of urban
density, elements of ordonnance of the buildings and a relationship between
fabric and outstanding elements. Views at eye-level borrowed from the veduta
rather than the bird’s-eye views of a modernist plan-masse. In fact there is no
need to illustrate the final stage of a plan showing the disposition of masses
to be pursued. Instead it is the anticipation with images of city and
landscapes that constitutes the indispensable conceptual backdrop to subsequent
further steps in planning.
The values of the “compact
city” expressed in density of uses, stability of the urban structure,
morphological pluralism and the simultaneous presence of built, landscaping and
infrastructural elements, coexist here with today’s principles of environmental
sustainability and land conservation. And distance themselves from both the
mimetic and conservative attitudes of the historic city and the enthusiastic
visions that still see urban sprawl as a model suited to the contemporary
world. 
With the dichotomy of city
and landscape overcome, two distinct disciplinary heritages, maintaining their
principal differences and affinities, are now coming together to produce
fragments of hybridization and fusion with unstable boundaries: a movable
physical and conceptual threshold that is continually being redefined.
The frame of reference of the projects is the form
known as the “intensity city” which, without indulging in a nostalgic
re-proposal of the historical European city, or vice versa in a euphoric
anti-urban escapism, is able to incorporate questions and themes that have
emerged in the metropolitan dimension – intensity of flows, exchanges,
experiences – into the city that is already there, in a “pact”, an accord
between existing form and new contents.
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In its adoption of the
principles of construction of the compact city, the document defining the
general framework of the Territorial Administration Plan for Abbiategrasso
prefigured a comprehensive vision of completion of the forma urbis, and thereby
set out to usher in a process of qualitative, and not just quantitative,
transformation of the town.
The working tools of the
document were the coordinated urban projects that outlined settled principles
of settlement – layouts, open spaces, built borders, arrangement of
infrastructures – capable of managing the phases of implementation in a
flexible process and orienting subsequent architectural, landscaping and
infrastructural projects.
Three urban projects were
identified to set about completion of the town.
- Urban and landscape renewal
in the south-east. The presence of the town’s other canal, the Naviglio di Bereguardo,
and farmland of particular environmental value confers great scenic quality on
this part of the territory. With the passage of the new link road to Milan
Malpensa airport and the change in the location of the railway station it will
take on the role of a gateway to the city. The high degree of accessibility
here justifies a reinforcement of manufacturing and collective functions on an
urban and regional scale. The morphological and landscaping principles tend to
define a unitary design centred on the figure of the agricultural park
traversed by the Naviglio di Bereguardo. The edges of the park are reinforced
by planted embankments, which like works of land art mediate the landscape
qualities of the site with the morphology of a contemporary science park.
- Linear Park and landscaped
borders to the west. A figure on a grand scale, the Linear Park is the new
symbolic and physical boundary of the built-up area, just as the ring of walls
was in the past. It takes the following form: towards the town, a vertical sign
made up of rows of tall trees completes the frayed urban limits; towards the
countryside, horizontal parterre designs link up with the pattern of fields and
house the town’s prospects onto the Parco del Ticino. The new Strada Parco
bisecting these territorial figures, with its cycle tracks and footpaths,
favours the collective enjoyment of the new landscape.
- Completion of the centre to
the north-east. Here a part of the town oriented towards housing, commerce and
services is shaped. The morphology is a contemporary version of the historic
centre: “Square Town” and “Visconti Moat”. Sequences of linear gardens
incorporate the existing and planned infrastructures and delineate the layout
of the built-up area. The open spaces present themselves as contemporary
allées, opening onto the canal called the Naviglio Grande and the countryside.
The built parts take the form of fragments of compact urban fabric structured
around the layouts which echo in concept the patterns of the historical town.
The new structure of settlement is physically and visually related to the
surrounding town as well as to the salient features of the landscape, shaping
an urban entity that expresses effects of centrality.
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Area plan of the PGT
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Areas of the transformation on the photomap
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Strategic project of the PGT, three-dimensional model
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Forma Urbis, current state and project. Open spaces, the new configuration of the landscape
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Landscaped Gate, area plan
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Landscaped Gate: built-up area, open spaces
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General view of the Landscaped Gate
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Sections of the Linear Park
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Model of the strategy of urban and landscape transformation
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Model of the strategy of urban and landscape transformation
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Completion of the Centre, area plan
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Completion of the Centre, view from the north
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Completion of the Centre, view from the east



  



  



  



  



  



[image: image 14]

Layouts. Layouts showing the built-up area
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Open spaces, allées and infrastructures. Open spaces, squares and gardens
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Completion of the Centre, area plan showing the urban principles
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Completion of the Centre, view of the shopping centre from the west
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Completion of the Centre, view of the New Centre from the south
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The railway yard and
adjoining abandoned areas close to the Bergamo laid out by Marcello Piacentini
will give way to the New Centre of Greater Bergamo. The theme of shaping an
intermodal rail, tram and road transport hub and the link with the nearby and
rapidly expanding Milan Orio al Serio airport have suggested looking at this
area from the perspective of the region and no longer solely from that of the
city. 
Reformulating a new centre that enjoys conditions of high accessibility
makes it possible to think about new forms of habitability and new uses
complementary to and synergic with the existing city. The recourse to a
coordinated urban strategy has allowed the project to be implemented as a
process, with the aim of constructing a large piece of city over the course of
a few decades.
In order for the process to
be able to seize opportunities and absorb changes in progress, it was
considered necessary to identify fixed principles of settlement to be
reinterpreted through the implementation of successive architectural,
infrastructural and landscaping projects. Here the fixed principles of
settlement concern the topography, the infrastructure and the morphology. The
topography reinterprets the orographic conditions that orient the stability of
the forma urbis: the great stretch of ground that slopes from the north-west to
the south-east, on which the programme of irrigation carried out in the 14th to
15th century and the city were structured over the centuries, of which
Piacentini’s addition became a significant interpretation in the 20th century.
The conception of the infrastructure transcends the local scale in order to
re-examine the road, rail and tram infrastructures on an intermediate and
regional scale. 
The morphological principles
are based on the assumption of the need to overcome the barrier of the railway
– a belt 1500 metres long by 80 metres wide – bringing about a complexity that
is able to combine infrastructural necessities and urban values. A “new
ground”, laid on top of the belt of tracks in operation, permits the
continuation of the city to the south and allows it to be reunited with the
country and the regional parks.
The project is divided into
two complementary parts linked by the new piece of ground: Compact City and
Campus. The Compact City is dense enough to form urban spaces similar to those
of the existing city. The Campus on the other hand is conceived with a low
density of building hybridised with parks and gardens. Housing, offices,
commerce and entertainment, intermodal hub and institutional centre are the
functions of the Compact City, which expresses the intensity of contemporary
ways of life. Education, sports centres and large parks are the uses assigned to
the Campus, which takes advantage of the environmental qualities of the
irrigation canals and the Morla river.
The new seat of the
Provincial Government of Bergamo, located to the south of the balcony of the
new piece of ground, is conceived as a cluster of high and low buildings. From
a rectangular platform rise four blocks that respond to different requirements:
urban ones, establishing a relationship with the surrounding buildings;
landscape ones, with characteristics of slenderness and visual porosity that
permit views of Upper Bergamo; symbolic, to mark at a distance, like an
obelisk, the New Centre.
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The landscaping project in the system of regional parks
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Infrastructures and transport
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Photomap: Upper Bergamo, Lower Bergamo, New Centre of Greater Bergamo
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Uses
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General view
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Area plan
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Layouts. Compact City, Campus, New Ground. Infrastructures and accessibility. Open spaces and gardens
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Model
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Functional system
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General section from west to east. General section from north to south
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General view of the New Ground
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General view from the west
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Genaral view from the south
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New seat of the Provincial Government of Bergamo, plans at the different levels
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New seat of the Provincial Government of Bergamo, cross-section
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New seat of the Provincial Government of Bergamo, perspective from the south
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New seat of the Provincial Government of Bergamo, general view from the east 
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Around a hundred skyscrapers
rise above the minute urban fabric of Frankfurt am Main. For this reason, the
city has earned itself the nickname of Mainhattan. But while the great variety
in height of New York’s urban geography is strictly regulated in plan by the
city’s grid, giving it a unified form, here in Frankfurt the location of the
skyscrapers has been determined without principles and without strategies,
meeting the requests put forward by the different operators in a predominantly
laissez-faire framework. And the city has been modified only in its image, in
its skyline, and not in its underlying urban structure and its spaces.
The project relating to the
area of the disused shipyards to the south of the railway station – already the
subject of an earlier masterplan – going along with the aspirations to the
Manhattanization of Frankfurt, again proposes a grid and a structure of blocks,
reinterpreting the principles of settlement that have generated the urban
structure of Manhattan. 
A system of regular layouts
forming a grid of 30 x 60 metres generates six-storey-high blocks of 20 x 40
metres. The blocks present a homogeneous character, precisely in order to
create a unitary urban structure, but are articulated with respect to the
different conditions in which they are located: on the street front, facing
onto the gardens, onto the water. Some blocks
are in addition cut by the axes coming from the surrounding city,
forming infill buildings of trapezoidal or triangular shape.
A work of thinning out and
densification of the rigorous model proposed that raises the blocks above the
axes of the city’s layout generates a regular but varied urban structure,
defining open spaces, gardens and avenues and responding to the stimuli of the
surrounding city. A row of towers along the Main, rising from blocks
overhanging the water, delineates a rhythmic sequence that evokes the image of
gantries or gigantic cranes standing in a port. Twin towers rise instead to
mark the backdrop of the harbour basin and form a new entrance to the
Friedensbrücke axis of the regional road
system. 
The shapes of the blocks are
different, plural interpretations of a relationship between low fabric and
emerging feature in a game open to subsequent specifications of programme and
function. A rich variety of design interpretations fixes some basic structures:
the unitary character of the “fabric” of blocks; the distribution of towers
along the river and the main axes; an ordonnance to give shape to the void of
the existing basin of water. 
The latter is in fact
reabsorbed into the project and given a role similar to that of Central Park in
New York, whose plan is echoed – although on a reduced scale – in a reversal of
the relationship between water and land: the rectangle of Central Park is the
shape of the river basin here, and the irregular shape of its lake is here a
peninsula of parkland accessible from the wharves with piers and tongues of
land.
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Project layouts on the photomap
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Study axonometric projections: built-up area, blocks, blocks and towers
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Genaral profile. Area plan
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Layouts and blocks. Axes and towers. Open spaces
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View from the east
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Cross-section
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View of the towers from the east
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View from the south-west
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To the problem of bestowing
the identity of a “centre” on the port areas of Köln-Deutz that extend for two
kilometres along the Rhine the project responds with two eloquent urban models,
two centres of attraction. While a fragment of metropolitan complexity, in a
piling up of buildings, rises on the junction of the L124 motorway as a New
Gateway to the city, it is instead an exercise of urban syntax around the theme
of low-density fabric and the layout that shapes a Citygarden in which housing,
workplaces and recreational activities face onto the Rhine.
The project responds to two
different requirements at once: it provides the managerial offices, hotels and
shopping centre that a real-estate market on the scale of the metropolitan
Rhein-Ruhr region needs for its high degree of accessibility by rail and road,
and new housing and workplaces located in an area conceived as a contemporary
technology-residential park connected with the city centre.
The proposal has two models
of city, and at the same time two different ways of living in the urban
environment, interact. At the junction, the congested metropolis interweaves
high-density construction with infrastructures and places of modal interchange.
Along the Rhine, the low-rise city articulates a sequence of Höfe with open
spaces and parks in an unprecedented urban version of the garden city.
Where business centre,
shopping centres and low-density residential districts usually foster
contemporary sprawl in a vicious circle, consuming land, here instead the
buildings are concentrated where the territory is already compromised – the
motorway junction and the disused port – and an intensity city is generated
that sets out, by fragments, to instil urban rituals.
The New Gateway, a pedestrian
slab cut through by the plexuses of the motorway interchanges and laid on top
of the underground car parks, is a piece of ground subdivided into “city
blocks” that follow the pattern of an “urban fabric” of towers and blocks.
Embracing the visions of the city-machine, the grafting of the buildings onto
the flows of road and rail traffic tends to generate a metropolitan
concentration with a coexistence of uses, forms and experiences.
The Citygarden hybridises
instead the model of the city divided into blocks with a structure of buildings
in clusters. In this way the morphology of the mixed block that characterised
the expansions of Cologne at the beginning of the 20th century is reinterpreted
in a contemporary version, generating a fruitful contemporary presence of
residential and manufacturing buildings. The blocks are shaped, moreover, in
reference to the context of the landscape: along the Rhine a rhythmic front is
defined, interspersed with gardens that connect the existing basin of the port
visually with the low horizons of the river and open it up for use; in the
direction of Deutz, on the other hand, an unbroken front spatially delimits the
basin itself, included in the settlement as a park of water. A new bridge over
the Rhine continues the Ring, linking the centre of Cologne to the Citygarden
and the New Gateway on the junction.
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Area plan on the photomap
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Plan, New Gateway and Citygarden
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Uses
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Layouts with infrastructures. Layouts with open spaces. Layouts with the built-up area
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Citygarden: profiles and sections, ground-floor plan
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Citygarden, view from the south
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New Gateway: sections, standard floor plan
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New Gateway, view from the west
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Bicocca and Ansaldo have
remained separate despite the continual processes of transformation to which
they have been subject for a long time. 
In the 1986 project by
Gregotti Associati a structure of order organised around the surrounding road
network and the scale of the disused plant became the “central backbone” that
established hierarchies and reorganised the internal relations. A one-kilometre-long
axis of symmetry strings together five superblocks (Deutsche Bank, Siemens, the
university departments, the Le Torri complex and the university) and determines
the arrangement of the building volumes. 
With the urban landscape
strategy employed in the project for completion of the Grande Bicocca, a new
landscaped centre will instead join two parts of the city, connecting the axes
of the former Ansaldo site and the large scale of its factories with the ones
that structure the Bicocca. In the first place this new project assigns
fundamental value to open space and no longer solely to the constructions,
introducing elements of continuity, but also of strong discontinuity, into the
existing district. The aim of this shift in emphasis is to produce a relatively
unitary layout, in use and perception, of the open spaces conceived with
landscaping criteria. 
The parterres of vegetation
are linked together by footpaths that continue the axes coming from Bicocca and
Ansaldo. The Diagonal connects up the different routes and introduces a
“transverse” use of the new urban features: the garden of the university, the
central garden, the garden of the shopping centre, the garden of the
residential block along Viale Sarca. This configuration of open spaces
incorporates plazas, pavements and existing plantings of trees and stretches as
far as the Hangar museum, which is made part of the new structure.
The new layouts also have the
power to position the constructions, as well as giving structure to the
gardens. The block in the centre is a collage of high-rise buildings
intercepted by these layouts and low buildings aligned with the street front:
this articulation permits a gradual passage between the part of Bicocca
predominantly made up of independent blocks and the new urban model that uses
the buildings to generate open spaces. The tall buildings are aligned with the
streets, but also respond to the fortuitous patterns introduced by the layouts,
such as the Diagonal which prompts them to rotate or split from top to bottom,
marking the new condition of the landscape on the scale of the whole district.
The bases along the streets, with shops and restaurants, continue as far as the
new commercial building opposite the Bicocca Village. And in this way a long
front is created that is capable of shaping the garden along Viale Sarca. From
here a block of housing forms, with a section that generates a valley, a
unitary urban feature that competes with the scale of the existing buildings,
while shifts out of alignment produce an articulation of the open spaces on a
small scale, between block and city.
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Area of project. Layouts. Open spaces. Open spaces and built-up area



  



  



[image: image 2]

Project layouts on the photomap
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Area plan
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General perspective views
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Built-up area. Open spaces
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Central block, general view from the south
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Central block, general view from the north-west
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Central block, profiles and sections
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Central block, plans on different storeys
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Shopping centre, general views



  



  



[image: image 11]

Shopping centre: longitudinal section, view from the west
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Residential block, plans
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Residential block, profiles
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View of the model of version B
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View of the model of version B
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View of the model of version B
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New metropolitan
centralities, located between city and surrounding conurbation, make it
possible to embark on a strategy of rebalancing of Milan’s monocentric
structure, fostering the multicentricity needed to make the leap in scale from
city to metropolis.
Located on the junctions of
the ring roads, these new centres are interconnected with the large regional
parks and the public transport system. Taking on the value of Metropolitan
Gateways, they are characterised by multiple potentialities: they permit the
concentration of functions that require a high degree of accessibility,
contributing to the decongestion of the central areas; they constitute elements
of recognisability in the passage between hinterland and city; they promote
interaction between buildings, infrastructures and large parks; they activate
intermodal synergies between public and private transport and between transport
at the regional and urban level.
The advantages of configuring
new centralities “on” transport infrastructures, and not just “near” them, are
evident and regard the expediency of upgrading or completing the existing
infrastructures, of acquiring for the community the benefits stemming from the
topography of accessibility, of protecting the territory – building takes place
where the land is already consumed and compromised. Part of the capital gains
generated from the real estate can be reinvested in the construction of major
communal facilities (regional parks, sports facilities, car parks at
interchanges) or public transport infrastructures to improve the connection
between the city and its environs (underground or light railway lines, fast
tramways, cycle tracks).
Seven locations have been
identified for the Metropolitan Gateways: the Gobba, Linate, Opera, Assago,
Baggio, Figino and Fiorenza junctions.
Conceived for the
consultation by invitation at the 19th Milan Triennale, the proposal for the
Linate junction is also compatible with the Byrne Group’s project for the Parco
Forlanini, winner of the competition held subsequently by the municipality of
Milan.
Envisaging partial reforms of
the existing infrastructure, the proposal was to build in the gaps between the
junctions of the eastern bypass with Viale Forlanini. The hybridization of
construction, infrastructure and landscape confers the value of a settlement on
the motorway with the built-up area taking its shape from the road junctions. A
large section, whose virtual valley is on Viale Forlanini, produces an
ambivalent figure: an urban avenue that anticipates the spatiality of the city
and at the same time a landscaped accumulation of blocks polarised around the interchange.
The favourable combination of
several factors (the environmental and landscape qualities of the Lambro river and
the parks to the east of Milan, the proximity to Linate airport and the city
centre, the high level of accessibility and the planned passage of the
underground railway) urges the configuration of a new centrality, where mixes
of uses and of forms can generate a model of intensity city that can compete in
the international market of urban attractions.
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The Metropolitan Gateways on the territorial scale
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The Metropolitan Gateways on the territorial scale
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The Fiorenza, Gobba, Opera, Assago, Baggio and Figino junctions
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Linate junction showing the project area



  



  



[image: image 5]

Area plan. Axonometric projection of the project
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Area plan. General profiles
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Axonometric sketch
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Perspective views of the project
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Insertion of the project in the Parco Forlanini, area plan
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Insertion of the project in the Parco Forlanini, view from the north-west
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Strategically hinged between
city and conurbation to the north-west of Milan, this portion of abandoned
farmland can play a significant role in the upgrading of a part of the
outskirts still awaiting permanent settlement. And its value is also apparent
on an extra-urban scale, in relation to the Rho-Pero Trade Fair district, the
Expo 2015 Park and the projects for renewal of the Bovisa district. 
Its proximity to regional
infrastructures – the high-speed railway line, the A4 motorway, the links with
the Milan Malpensa airport – is one of the advantages of the area, but also a
cause of enormous territorial and urban degradation. In particular the suburban
roads previously envisaged in the area may be a considerable drawback if they
are not absorbed into a new structure. The principles of settlement and
morphology adopted start out from just this proposal to integrate these belts
of infrastructure into the overall urban and landscape design. 
So the strategic choice is to
locate the roads passing through only partially underground, without concealing
them completely. In fact a large circular balcony and cuts in the ground
illuminate and ventilate the roads underneath, letting them participate in the
space of the central park above. A sort of “bas-relief” carved through a work
on the topography and exploiting the differences of level in the existing
stretch of countryside, it allows parts of the planned infrastructures to
emerge, like works of land art, and links up with the landscaping around the
Musocco Cemetery and the regional parks to the north-west of Milan.
The visual axes, the
footpaths and the distribution of the buildings and open spaces are designed to
shape a new piece of city that is protected but at the same time open to the
nearby urban features.
In morphological and
settlement terms the project, reinterpreting the topography of the site, is
divided into three main dispositions: north-west/south-east, the great sloping
expanse of irrigated countryside; east-west, the motorway axis;
north-east/south-west, the pattern of farmland and the Cascina Merlata area. 
The three dispositions
generate systems of layouts perpendicular to one another: an ideal grid that
shapes different urban fabrics, relatively independent and yet clearly
interrelated. The different dispositions interfere with one another, giving
rise to the central park, irregular in shape but with a powerful planimetric
and spatial iconicity. The layouts characterise alignments of buildings, access
roads and open spaces. The extreme flexibility of this principle makes it
possible to delineate blocks of large size, to the point of identifying, by
successive divisions, the individual parcels of buildings. 
Compact city, downtown,
inhabited wood, city on the water, city of entertainment: these are urban
models that adopt different densities of construction to suit different styles
of life. The whole thing takes the form of a morphological collage of different
kinds of settlement, as well as a collage of forms of habitation, gathered
around the park and identified from a distance by the tall buildings that express
its unitary identity.

  



[image: image 1]

Plan showing the location in the territory
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Infrastructures and transport. Project layouts on the photomap
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Area plan
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General view
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Built-up area. Park and blocks. Park and towers. Open spaces
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Model
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The five parts of the city
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Principles of construction of the blocks
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General profiles
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General view from the north
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General view from the north-east
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The degradation of the
territory to the south of the city of Monza is due to a combination of local
phenomena and factors dependent on a wider scale. For example the phenomenon of
the abandonment of farming and the discontinuation of other uses of this area
is a consequence of the many works of infrastructure that have followed one
another on the basis of autonomous criteria, without considering the
distinctive character of the places and the values present in them. Its renewal
through a process of reurbanization is the way forward to halt a decline that
cannot be resolved through simple operations of environmental protection or
mitigation of the effects of the infrastructure.
The Turin-Venice autostrada
and the Rho-Monza bypass, along with Via Borgazzi, a “market road” and
historical axis coming from Milan, are elements of this degradation, if viewed
from the perspective of a possible conservation of the territory, but they can
be opportunities if involved in processes of qualitative transformation set in
motion on an appropriate scale. 
In comparison with the
northern part of the city, historically “noble” and defined in its patterns of
settlement with the historic centre, the Villa Reale and the Parco di Monza,
the southern part, considered “outskirts”, presents areas in search of
morphological definition and an urban role, and potentially could play the part
of a hinge, of an interchange between the metropolis of Milan and the region of
Brianza.
The urban and landscape
renewal of Bettola Casignolo is intended to generate a new centrality of
morphology and use, capable of offering urban and regional services: large open
spaces that can be exploited by the community, sports and recreational
facilities, structures of accessibility and modal interchange, places of work,
commerce and residence. The project is anchored to the permanent disposition of
the countryside and originates from a set of layouts perpendicular to one another.
As a new town, the layouts shape two autonomous but interrelated urban fabrics.
A diagonal route links the two urban parts, spanning the motorway beneath. And
it takes the form of a mall open to pedestrians and cyclists that leads from
the modal interchange to the city centre of Monza, with a series of plazas,
squares and gardens at the foot of the buildings.
The layouts, on a grid of 100
x 65 metres, determine building alignments, access roads and public spaces. The
flexibility of this principle is evident, permitting the delineation of blocks
of a large size that can house retail outlets in the centre, integrated with
the settlement, and go on to identify, by successive divisions, the small
number of individual parcels of high-rise buildings. Cuts, erosions and
fragmentations of the block allow the creation of small lots of intervention,
as well as articulation of the open spaces that connect up the buildings. While
the northern part, with clusters and towers along the streets, is characterised
more by residence, the southern part, with a system of blocks and towers,
houses service, accommodation and commercial activities. The towers, organised
around the structure of the urban block in accordance with the principles of
the compact city, form a skyline visible from a distance, marking the new
central role of the settlement.
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  Infrastructures and accessibility
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  Forma Urbis
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  Project layouts on the photomap
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  Area plan



  



  



  
    [image: image 5]
  

  Model
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  Layouts. Layouts and blocks
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  Layouts and built-up area. Open spaces
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  General profiles
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  Model
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  Model
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Configuring a system of local accessibility able
to interact with the one on a continental scale is the common goal of the
regions of North Italy and the railway companies. An opportunity linked to the
strengthening of the networks of international accessibility that sees airports
and stations of high-speed railway lines playing a leading role in the
revolution in mass transport, as well as, along with the local public transport
system, significant components of the polymorphic “communal space” of the
contemporary city.
However, modal interchanges have to be shaped into
pieces of city, and not deposited in the territory as self-referential
monuments. The symbolic value that they can express has to take account of the
values and specific character of the places in which they are located.
Medium-sized cities, with special urban qualities like Novara, are in fact
particularly reactive entities. It is necessary to interpret in a balanced way
the expectations of continuity and aspirations to renewal, on a symbolic level
as well, that underlie interventions of urban reorganization with a strong
infrastructural component.
The MoviCentro in Novara is of course designed to
facilitate the interchange between flows of public and private transport, but
above all it is an opportunity to renew the area of the city in which it is
located, and to take on the role of an urban gateway for commuters, residents
and visitors heading for different parts of the city.
Starting out from the Town Plan of 2004, this
feasibility study was drawn up to identify different scenarios that explore
morphological and infrastructural choices, economic and financial audits,
dimensional hypotheses. Rather than conceiving the MoviCentro as a unified
junction, in view of the location of the existing stations of the Ferrovie
dello Stato and the Ferrovie Nord and the availability of areas in which to
operate that are not close to those stations, the system of interchange has
been designed as a complex articulation that transcends the scale of mere
building and infrastructure to open up to the urban dimension. The key
objective is to upgrade the morphology of a large piece of city and shape an
urban hub in continuity with the existing city but at the same time able to
take on board contemporary uses and rituals.
The scenarios have in common the theme of mending
the urban fabric with the aim of expressing the symbolic values of a piece of
centrality. A “city side” and a “landscape side” have been identified around
the area of the railway tracks. On Via Manzoni buildings are aligned with the
street, while porous blocks are located on Via Leonardo da Vinci. The
completion of the underpass provides access to the underground plaza in the
triangle of the stations, where the bus terminal and kiss-and-ride drop-off
area are located. A sunken road conceived with landscape qualities connects the
plaza and the bus station with the car parks in the area facing the tracks.
Towards the historic centre, a series of commercial and service buildings form
a new urban front that symbolically closes the “square of accessibility”.
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  Project area on the photomap
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  Project area on the PRG
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  Thematic maps of analysis
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  Scenario A
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  Scenario B
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  Scenario C
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The large disused industrial
enclave of the former Cantoni site has long precluded urban relations between
the historic centre of Saronno and the residential districts built from the
sixties onwards towards the countryside in the east. The Cantoni works have the
configuration of a compact monolith of buildings that occupies almost the whole
of the trapezoidal lot on Via Miola, a street of urban structuring and axis of
connection with the adjoining municipalities. Constructed at the beginning of
the last century in the countryside on the edges of the town, the industrial
site is now located at the centre of a large urban area, between the
flourishing historic centre and the agricultural landscape of the Parco delle
Groane.
The project of conversion
sets out to upgrade the industrial area on the basis of five criteria: breaking
up the monolithic character of the existing works; configuring a porous
structure that can be traversed visually and functionally; extending the principles
of urban quality that characterise the vitality of the historic centre;
connecting the new settlement with the surrounding districts and renewing the
adjoining urban spaces; hybridising urban values with landscape values, in this
part of the city that lies on the threshold between historic centre and
agricultural park.
The principles of settlement
followed aim to configure a system of blocks of buildings located scenically
along the main lines of traversal, continuing the related urban layouts. The blocks
are given the task of constructing the ample public space created inside the
new settlement and open to the surrounding districts. 
The landscape value is
expressed by the irregular garden that squeezes between the blocks; the urban
value, instead, by sequences of buildings organised along the main axes of
visual and pedestrian traversal. A contemporary version of the spatial variety
of the historical city is mixed here, as on a campus, with the opening up of a
vista by a continuous garden that runs through the area: a large solid is
contrasted with a large void.
Three principles have been
followed in the configuration of the space: defining a townscape with the
fronts of the buildings, a fluid and articulated sequence able to evoke the
spatial complexity of historic centres in a contemporary key; delimiting ample
covered parts in the vicinity of commercial activities to favour its use all
year round; organising a design of the ground that alternates arid areas of
paving with planted parterres to evoke urbane and landscape values at one and
the same time.
The built-up area adopts, in
contemporary guise, the model of the block of the compact city. The bases of
the buildings have glass walls that offer a glimpse of the continuity of the
gardens and the paving. Common uses are located in the base: commerce,
services, bars, restaurants and the entrance halls of the buildings above.
These are articulated to generate a varied spatiality in the relationship
between outside and inside and to define a number of key urban points: the
intersection of two streets, the backdrop of a vista in relation to the axes
coming from the city, the spatial sequence that leads into the central garden.
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The project area between the urban centre and the Parco della Groane
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Study sketch
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The blocks of the project
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Built-up area and open spaces
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Study axonometric projections
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Blocks. Accessibility and car parks. Area plan
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Built-up area. Open spaces. Commercial uses of the ground floor. Residential and service uses of the upper floors
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View from the south-west
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View from the north-east
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The urban and landscape
strategy of renewal of the centre of Seveso involves disused industrial
buildings and the fringes of the railroad system in the heart of the town. The
Schwarzenbach and Allocchio Bacchini areas and the land occupied by the railway
tracks of the Milan-Camnago-Asso sections of the Ferrovie Nord, which it is
planned to transfer underground, will be converted for collective urban use.
Seveso, unlike other towns in
Brianza, has succeeded in maintaining a significant balance between buildings,
open spaces and parks. Its peculiar urban morphology is the result of the
stratification over time of low-density fabrics of construction interspersed
with substantial areas that were not built on, so as to configure, as a whole,
a sort of garden city. But these values are accompanied by some highly
problematic elements: the existence of disused industrial areas in the town
centre, the presence of the railway
separating different urban parts, the tendency of the town to develop into a
predominantly residential settlement dependent, as far as jobs and services are
concerned, on neighbouring urban centres that have experienced greater growth.
So the strategy of renewal
proposes to configure new landscaped centralities synergic with the existing
town, with the dual objective of upgrading the morphology and introducing
attractive functions: gardens, open spaces, workplaces, housing, commercial and
entertainment spaces and car parks to serve the interchange with the railway. 
The variety of urban spaces
and the mix of uses proposed are intended to strengthen the “city effect”, with
the aim of raising the quality of urban life and helping to invert the tendency
to dispersion still under way today in the Brianza region.
The strategy takes the form
of an initial implementation of the Planning Document of the Territorial
Administration Plan: an “overall vision” of the town, which starting out from
the need to reorganise its urban form can in the process support new plans and
new policies. 
Common principles of
morphology and landscape are identified to guide a process of transformation to
be governed over time with the aim of generating urban qualities. These
principles are based on the thesis of connecting the parts of the town
currently separated by the fracture of the railway and the industrial enclaves
that have already been or are in the course of being abandoned. 
Outlined on the basis of the
divisions in the existing fabric of buildings, the new layouts generate
patterns in relation to the main urban axes, and the new open spaces of the
town are configured with sections built on the model of the urban block. At the
centre of the built-up area and on the land freed by moving the railway tracks
underground, they take the form, overall, of a sequence of linear gardens: a
new landscaped spatiality capable of connecting the urban parts of the project
with the existing quarters and with the town hall, station and the FLA Learning
Centre, the first building to be constructed and marking the beginning of this
comprehensive regeneration of the town.
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Project area on the photomap
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Project area on the site plan
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Layouts. Open spaces. Blocks. Built-up area
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Model
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Area plan. Plan of the underground railroad
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Model
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Model
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Schwarzenbach area, area plan
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Schwarzenbach area, view of the central linear garden
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Schwarzenbach area, longitudinal section
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Allocchi Bacchini area, area plan
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Allocchi Bacchini area, view of the central garden
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Allocchi Bacchini area, view of the urban street
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Residential buildings: front onto the garden, front onto the street, ground-floor plan
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Linear garden above the railway tunnel, open spaces and routes
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Linear garden above the railway tunnel, view 
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Linear garden above the railway tunnel, view 
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Linear garden above the railway tunnel, night view 
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FLA Learning Centre, the first building constructed
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Giuseppe Marinoni’s idea of urban planning is
clearly expressed in the concise but exhaustive lines of the introduction. It
is a complex idea that seeks to fuse planning concerns with aesthetic, social,
technical, economic and administrative dimensions in a single process. Marinoni
seems to be one of the very few town planners, indeed the only one to my
knowledge, who is influenced, even if unwittingly, by the theoretical and
practical lesson of Cerdà. His idea of urban planning is founded on a careful
consideration of the processes of territorial transformation and reinforced by
an equally clear idea of the role of the urban project in those processes. Some
of his urban projects are genuine
“territorial” projects (for example, Seveso 2009, Bergamo 2006, Milan
Metropolitan Gateways 2007). His quality as an urban planner lies in his
ability to pay attention to the process and its political and administrative
pitfalls, as well as to the social and economic aspects of the project, viewed
as a form of stimulus rather than as constraints. 
In other words, a great respect for the context,
for the “client” and his needs; qualities that ought to be an obvious aspect of
professional activity but that we know are not.
His methodological choices, which I appreciate and
share, emerge from his practices. I am referring in particular to the way he
tackles problems and finds solutions and to his clarity in explaining them, a
rare ability in town planners. His poetic choices are equally clear, as are the
two fundamental principles of his work, the compact city and the orthogonal
grid. The “classical” axiality of Cologne (2012) and Frankfurt (2004) has a
continual counterpoint in the expanses of water and the open spaces determined
by the spatial articulation of the volumes, a characteristic of almost all of
Marinoni’s projects. 
In some urban projects it can happen that the
poetic choice is overlaid, and partially deformed, by a tendency of design that
leads him instinctively to make morphological decisions not wholly in keeping
with his beloved grid. The large open spaces, in particular, tend at times to
take on independent forms that partly emerge from the grid as if to open a
breach in the fabric of the constructions intended to absorb the space outside
the intervention (for example, Cascina Merlata 2007 and Abbiategrasso 2009). 
Where the fabric is more close-knit the effective
means of intervention consists of spatial “slits”, again a way of opening up to
the space outside. At times the forms of the open spaces even end up defining
accidental volumes (as in Saronno 2008). The impression is that on many
occasions the projects are moulded by the forms of the open spaces, that they
are the point of departure, as if it were the void that generates the solid,
but obviously this is a circular and almost always virtuous relationship. In
short, I think that many of his projects are very beautiful, but even the ones
that, for subjective reasons, I find less convincing are in any case
particularly interesting.
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Abbiategrasso,Territorial Administration
Plan
2009 - in the course of
realization
Conception and coordination of Planning Document: StudioMarinoni,
Giuseppe Marinoni
Collaborators: Vilma
Cernikyte, Federica Donati
Piano’s office: Alberto
Ambrosini, Giorgio Lazzaro, Roberta Perin, Anna Vaghi
Scientific
advice: Luigi Mazza
Infrastructural advice: Errevia srl
Legal advice: Guido
Bardelli, Alessandra Bazzani
Client: Comune di
Abbiategrasso 
Area of plan: 1800,000 m²
Planning procedures commenced or
envisaged: Territorial Administration Plan, Executive Plan

  


Bergamo, New Centre of Greater Bergamo 
2006 - in the course of
realization
Conception of
Urban Strategy: StudioMarinoni, Giuseppe Marinoni
Collaborators: Portasud -
Sara Bertuletti, Federica Donati, Alessandro Masseroli
Infrastructural advice: Alpina spa, Atb, Rfi
Legal advice: Achille
Cutrera, Pietro Carlo Sironi
Economic
feasibility: Studio Lucchini
Client: Portasud spa (Comune
di Bergamo, Provincia di Bergamo, Reti Ferroviarie Italiane, Camera di
Commercio di Bergamo)
Area of plan:
850,000 m²
Built-up area: 650,000 m²
Area of open
spaces: 400,000 m²
Uses: housing, tertiary sector, accommodation,
manufacturing, commerce, entertainment, institutional centre, intermodal
exchange, services
Planning procedures commenced or envisaged: Programme Agreement, Executive
Plan, Building permit following international competitions

  


Frankfurt am Main, Hafen am
Main
2004
Conception of
Urban Strategy: StudioMarinoni, Giuseppe Marinoni
Collaborators: Vilma
Cernikyte
Technical advice: HafenMain 
International consultation
Area of plan: 250,000 m²
Built-up area: 280,000 m²
Area of open
spaces: 180,000 m²
Uses: housing, tertiary
sector, accommodation, commerce, entertainment, services

  


Köln, Deutzer Hafencity
2012
Conception of
Urban Strategy: StudioMarinoni, Giuseppe Marinoni
Collaborators: Vilma
Cernikyte
Technical advice:
Köln-Deutz 
International consultation
Area of plan: 750,000 m²
Built-up area: 480,000 m²
Area of open
spaces: 420,000 m²
Uses: housing, manufacturing, commerce, business centre,
accommodation, entertainment, intermodal exchange, services

  


Milano, Landscaped Centre of the
Grande Bicocca 
2007 - in the course of
realization
Conception of
Urban Strategy: StudioMarinoni, Giuseppe Marinoni
Town-planning
advice: Urbam spa
Infrastructural advice: Centro Studi Traffico
Legal advice: Guido
Bardelli, Alessandra Bazzani
Economic
feasibility: Pirelli RE
Client: Pirelli RE
Area of plan: 400,000 m²
Built-up area: 180,000 m²
Area of open
spaces: 120,000 m²
Uses: housing, commerce, services.
Planning procedures commenced or envisaged:
Programme Agreement, Building permit

  


Milano, Metropolitan Gateways
1996 – 2007
Conception of
Strategic Plan: StudioMarinoni, Giuseppe Marinoni
Infrastructural advice: Alpina spa
Legal advice: Pietro
Carlo Sironi
International consultation. XIX Triennale di Milano
Area of plan: 500,000 m²
Built-up area: 300,000 m²
Area of open
spaces: 350,000 m²
Uses: commerce,
entertainment, tertiary sector, accommodation, intermodal exchange
Planning procedures commenced or
envisaged: Programme Agreement, Integrated Plan of Intervention

  


Milano, Expo Village 2015 at Cascina
Merlata
2007 – 2008
Conception of
Urban Strategy: StudioMarinoni, Giuseppe Marinoni
Infrastructural advice: Alpina spa
Landscaping
advise: Proap - João Nunes
Legal advice: Guido
Bardelli, Pietro Carlo Sironi
Client: Cascina Merlata spa,
Greenway srl, EuroMilano spa
Area of plan: 530,000 m²
Built-up area: 320,000 m²
Area of open
spaces: 380,000 m²
Uses: housing, tertiary
sector, accommodation, commerce, entertainment, services.
Planning procedures commenced or envisaged:
Executive Plan, Integrated Plan of Intervention

  


Monza, Urban and landscape renewal
of Bettola Casignolo
2009 - in the course of
realization
Conception of
Urban Strategy: StudioMarinoni, Giuseppe Marinoni
Collaborators: Federica
Donati
Town-planning
advice: Luciano Niero
Infrastructural advice: Sering srl
Economic
feasibility: Domomedia spa
Client: Domomedia spa, MP
Progetti srl
Area of plan: 520,000 m²
Built-up area: 400,000 m²
Area of open
spaces: 350,000 m²
Uses:
housing, retail outlets, tertiary sector, manufacturing, accommodation,
intermodal exchange, services.
Planning procedures commenced or
envisaged: Executive Plan, Integrated Plan of Intervention

  


Novara, MoviCentro Intermodal Hub 
2007 – 2009
Conception and coordination of Feasibility study: StudioMarinoni,
Giuseppe Marinoni
Collaborators: Novara
Futura
Economic feasibility:
Giuseppe Bonomi
Infrastructural advice: Diap - Politecnico di Milano
Legal advice: Guido
Bardelli, Alessandra Bazzani
Client: Novara Futura spa
(Comune di Novara, Regione Piemonte, Ferrovie dello Stato, Ferrovie Nord)
Area of plan: 180,000 m²
Built-up area: 35,000 m²
Area of open
spaces: 120,000 m²
Uses: intermodal exchange, housing,
commerce, tertiary sector, services.
Planning procedures commenced
or envisaged: Executive Plan following international competitions

  


Saronno, Cantoni Campus
2008 – 2009
Conception of
Urban Strategy: StudioMarinoni, Giuseppe Marinoni
Collaborators: Vilma
Cernikyte, Federica Donati
Infrastructural
advice: Michele Rossi
Town-planning
advice: Marco Cerri, Paolo Pomodoro
Client: Palm spa
Area of plan: 100,000 m²
Built-up area: 120,000 m²
Area of open
spaces: 55,000 m²
Uses: housing, commerce, tertiary sector, services.
Planning procedures commenced or envisaged: Executive Plan

  


Seveso, Urban and landscape strategy
Anno 2009 - in the course of realization
Conception of
Urban Strategy: StudioMarinoni, Giuseppe Marinoni
Collaborators: Benedetta
Bardelli, Vilma Cernikyte, Federica Donati, Elena Oggioni
Infrastructural advice: Ferrovie Nord
Client: Comune di Seveso
Area of plan: 220,000 m²
Built-up area: 120,000 m²
Area of open
spaces: 160,000 m²
Uses:
housing, commerce, tertiary sector, manufacturing, accommodation, intermodal
exchange, services.
Planning procedures commenced or envisaged: Programme Agreement.
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Urban and Landscaping
Project of the Agro-sportivo Park in Bergamo (GFA 80,000 m²).
Project for and
supervision of works on a loft in Milano (GFA 200 m²)
Design of the Audi-Volkswagen
car dealer in Bucarest (GFA 5,000 m²). Romania.
Architectural project for
a Sports Hall in Bergamo (GFA 10,000 m²).
Project for and
supervision of works on three flats at Terragni’s Casa Rustici in Milano (GFA 700
m²).
Architectural project for
a church in Šiauliai (GFA 8,000 m²). Lithuania.
2012
Urban and Landscaping
Project at Cologne-Deutz (GFA 480,000 m²).
Preliminary study for the
West Quadrant-Malpensa Airport Regional Plan of Development.
S2 Urban and landscaping
project and executive plan at Abbiategrasso (GFA 85,000 m²).
Strategic project of
urban and landscape renewal along the Main. Frankfurt am Main (GFA 340,000 m²).
Feasibility study and
design of a shopping centre at Abbiategrasso (GFA 25,000 m²).
Supervision of works on
the FLA Learning Centre in Seveso. International competition. First prize.
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2011
Project for a linear
residential building. Housing Contest (GFA 5,000 m²).
Project for a high-rise
residential building. Housing Contest (GFA 5,000 m²).
Supervision of works on
the La Porta di Milano-Soglia Magica (‘Gateway to Milan-Magic Threshold’)
exhibition pavilion at Malpensa Airport. International competition. First
prize.
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Artistic direction of the
Milan Convention Centre (MIC). Milan Trade Fair (GFA 30,000 m²).
Project for the
reconstruction of an urban block and Piazza Santa Maria in Abbiategrasso (GFA 3,500
m²).
Project for a residential
district in Šiauliai (GFA 25,000 m²). Lithuania.
2010 
Urban project and
executive plan of the ATS2 in Abbiategrasso (155,000 m²).
Design of the La Porta di
Milano-Soglia Magica (‘Gateway to Milan-Magic Threshold’) exhibition pavilion
at Malpensa Airport. International competition. First prize.
Urban project and
executive plan of the AT 30a-30b in Monza (GFA 75,000 m²).
Urban project and
executive plan of the ATS 02 in Seveso (GFA 50,000 m²).
2009
Urban and landscaping
project and PII of the Bettola and Casignolo districts in Monza (GFA 400,000
m²).
School complex in Albino.
National competition. Recommended.
Project for the
reconstruction of an urban block and Piazza della Loggia in Brescia (GFA 3,000 m²).
International competition. Recommended.
Project for a villa at
Misinto (GFA 520 m²).
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Urban and landscaping
project for the centre of Seveso (GFA 120,000 m²).
Territorial
Administration Plan (PGT) of Abbiategrasso.
2008
Urban and landscaping
project for the former Cantoni site in Saronno (GFA 120,000 m²).
Design of the Milan
Convention Centre (MIC) Milan Trade Fair (GFA 30,000 m²).
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Feasibility study for the
Cine-audio-visual Centre of the Lombardy Region at the Manifattura Tabacchi in
Milan.
Framing document of the
PII (Integrated Plan of Intervention) for Abbiategrasso.
Urban and landscaping
project of the Cascina Merlata site in Milan (GFA 320,000 m²).
Feasibility study for the
new CISL headquarters in Milan (GFA 12,000 m²).
Feasibility study and
preliminary planning document for the MoviCentro Intermodal Centre at Novara
(GFA 35,000 m²).
Feasibility study and
architectural project for the new seat of the Provincial government in Bergamo
(GFA 20,000 m²).
2007
Urban and architectural
design of the hospital structures of Milan Polyclinic. International competition.
Recommended .
Urban and landscaping
project and executive plan for the New Centre of the Grande Bicocca in Milan
(GFA 180,000 m²).
Feasibility study and
project for the extension of the Bicocca Village entertainment and shopping centre
(GFA 12,000 m²).
Feasibility study and
preliminary planning document for the Diocesan Museum in Milan (GFA 5500 m²).
Strategic urban and
landscaping project for reurbanization of the junctions on Milan’s ring roads
(GFA 300,000 m²).
2006
Urban project and
executive plan of the ATS 7 in Bergamo (GFA 150,000 m²).
Design of the Modam
Fashion Museum. Garibaldi-Repubblica
in Milan (GFA 10,000 m²). International competition. First prize.
Coordination and
conception of the project for the New Courthouse in Trent (GFA 50,000 m²). International
competition. First prize.
Project for a residential
and commercial districtin Seul (GFA 80,000 m²).
2005
Architectural project for
a residential block at Porta Nuova in Milan (GFA 10,000 m²).
Architectural project for
a residential district at Lurago Marinone (GFA 5,000 m²).
Architectural project for
the FLA Learning Centre in Seveso. International competition. First prize.
Urban and landscaping
project and modification of the Town Plan. PortaSud in Bergamo.
International
competition. First prize.
Feasibility study and
preliminary planning document for the Modam Fashion Museum at Milan (GFA 10,000
m²).
Feasibility study and
preliminary planning document for the residential block at Porta Nuova in Milan
(GFA 25,000 m²).
Feasibility study and
preliminary planning document for the exhibition pavilion at the Città della
Moda in Milan (GFA 20,000 m²).
2004
Urban and landscaping
project of renewal of the historic district of the Milan Trade Fair for a residential
and service zone. (GFA 300,000 m²). International competition. Recommended.
Project for and
supervision of works on a villa at Saronno (GFA 700 m²).
Feasibility study and
preliminary planning document for the Complex of Law Courts inTrento (GFA
60,000 m²).
Urban and landscape
renewal along the Main. Frankfurt am Main (GFA 280,000 m²).
Planning and design
coordination and modification of the PII of the Città della Moda in Milan (GFA
150,000 m²).
2003
Architectural project for
the Province of Milan Centre of Excellence (GFA 20,000 m²). International
competition. Second prize.
Architectural project for
the Parco Cisanello and new seat of the Provincial government of Pisa (GFA
20,000 m²). International competition. Recommended.
Feasibility study and
preliminary planning document for the Giardini di Porta Nuova in Milan.
2002
Urban project and PII
(Integrated Plan of Intervention) of the Garibaldi-Repubblica area in Milan
(GFA 280,000 m²).
Project for and
supervision of works on a flat in Milan (GFA 450 m²).
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Architectural project for
the Besta Neurological Institute in Milan (GFA 45,000 m²).
2001
‘Infill Town’ strategic
plan. Oslo. International consultation.
Project for the station
of the high-speed railway line at Porta Susa in Turin. International
Architectural project for
the Besta Neurological Institute in Milan (GFA 45,000 m²).
Project for the Ex-Palace
area and the lake front in Lugano. (GFA 35,000 m²). Internationalcompetition. Recommended.
2000
Design of Giovanni Chiaramonte’s exhibition
‘Milano cerchi della città di mezzo’ at the Milan Triennale.
Professional advice to
the municipality of Milan on the modification of the Garibaldi-Repubblica plan
(GFA 300,000 m²).
Design and artistic
direction of the Conference and Exibition Centre at the Milan Trade Fair (GFA
30,000 m²).
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1999
Urban and landscaping
project and Executive Plan of the former Iveco site in Bolzano (GFA 85,000 m²).
Architectural project for
the Centre of Contemporary Arts in Rome. (GFA 25,000 m²). International
competition. Recommended.
Project for a residential
district at Lurago Marinone (GFA 6,000 m²).
Invited to take part in
the ‘For Architecture’ international discussions to mark the fiftieth anniversary
of the 1949 CIAM meeting held in Bergamo.
1998
Urban and landscaping project
and executive plan of Bolzano Sud (GFA 550,000). International competition.
First prize.
Architectural project for
the Conference and Exhibition Centre at the EUR, Rome (GFA 55,000 m²).
International competition. Recommended .
Design of the
Audi-Volkswagen car dealer at Casorate Sempione (GFA 12,000 m²).
Urban and landscaping
project of the Agricultural Park and Biotechnological Research Centre in
Grosseto.
1997
Project for and
supervision of works on a villa at Fenegrò (GFA 600 m²).
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Architectural project for
the Conference and Exhibition Centre at the Milan Trade Fair (GFA 25,000 m²).
Architectural and
landscaping project of Piazza Quaranta Martiri in Gubbio.
Project for a villa at
Lurago Marinone (GFA 300 m²).
1996
Project for and
supervision of works on a villa on Lake Como (GFA 1,200 m²).
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Project and supervision
of works for outdoor spaces and a new façade for a factory at Tavernerio.
Feasibility study for the
Conference and Exhibition Centre at the Milan Trade Fair.
‘Hybrid Landscapes’ urban
and landscaping project. Consultation by invitation, 19th Milan Triennale.
1995
Urban and landscaping
project for the former Jungans factory on Giudecca, Venice (GFA 50,000 m²).
International competition.
‘Nove Parchi a Milano’
strategic project.
Landscaping project and
executive plan in Casorezzo (GFA 25,000 m²).
1994
Project for and
supervision of works on a residential district at Gorle (4,000 m² GFA).
Architectural project for
a church in Rome. International competition.
Project for and
supervision of works on the Town Hall of Lurago Marinone (GFA 4,000 m²).
Design of a villa and
garden at Appiano Gentile (GFA 300 m²).
Project for and
supervision of works on a flat in Milan (GFA 550 m²).
Design and artistic
direction of an urban villa for the IBA in the Tiergarten, Berlin (GFA 2,000
m²).
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1993
Urban project and
executive plan of a residential district with the ascent to the monastery of Sant’Agostino
in Bergamo (GFA 64,000 m²).
Architectural project for
Piazza dei Mercanti and the Museum of Music at the Palazzo della Ragione in
Milan.
Design of a house in the
historic centre of Fenegrò.
Structural plan of
renewal and design of the open spaces in the historic centre of Fenegrò (GFA
8,000 m²).
1992
Urban project and
executive plan at Gibellina (GFA 120,000 m²).
‘Upper Bergamo/Lower
Bergamo’ urban project for the area of the cable railway and the ascent to Sant’Agostino.
International competition. First prize.
Urban project for the
business-financial centre of Milan in the Garibaldi-Repubblica area. (GFA
180,000 m²). International competition. First prize.
Architectural and
landscaping design of the open spaces between the Town Hall and church of
Gibellina.
Project for Piazza della Libertà in
Lissone.
1991
Design of the new headquarters
of the AEM in Milan (GFA 34,000 m²).
Design of the stadium in
Reggio Calabria.
Project for the park and
the hotel and shopping area around the stadium in Reggio Calabria (GFA 45,000
m²).
Project for insertion
into the landscape of the Desio junction on the Milan-Lecco clearway.
Urban project for the
conversion of the industrial area in the south of Budapest. International competition.
1990
Project for a new housing
estate at Gorle (GFA 7,000 m²).
Urban project for the New
Polytechnic at Milan Bovisa (GFA 45,000 m²).
Urban and landscaping
project for Piazza Quaranta Martiri and the Camignano Linear Park in Gubbio.
Strategic plan for the
urban centre of Gibellina.
1989
Project for Piazza Dante
in Genoa. International competition. Second prize.
Design of the Museum of
Contemporary Art in Gibellina (GFA 8,000 m²).
Design of an urban villa
for the IBA in the Tiergarten, Berlin (GFA 2,000 m²).
1988
Design of the exhibition ‘Sotto
Napoli’ at the Castel dell’Ovo in Naples.
Design of the headquarters
of CGT Italia at Vimodrone (GFA 18,000 m²).
Design of the Italian Pavilion in the
Giardini della Biennale in Venice.
Preliminary study for the
Town Plan of Gubbio and urban project of renewal of the areas adjoining the
historic centre. International competition.
1987
Design of the exhibition ‘Le
città immaginate’ for the 17th Milan Triennale.
Project for and
supervision of works on a villa in Camogli (GFA 200 m²).
Urban project for the
Porta Genoa railway yard in Milan (GFA 80,000 m²).
Project for the renewal
of the lakefront of Verbania. International competition. Recommended.
Design of the
headquarters of Nestlé Italia in Milan (GFA 28,000 m²).
Strategic project for the
renewal of the Railway Triangle in Rotterdam.
Design of the Ponte dell’Accademia
in Venice.
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Giuseppe Marinoni (Milan, 1961) is an architect with a
PhD in Urban Projects and Policies. He carries out activities of planning and
design and research into themes related to the transformation of the
contemporary city. 
As an architect in his own right and as managing
director of StudioMarinoni srl, Giuseppe Marinoni carries out projects of urban
planning and design and architectural and landscape design in Italy and abroad
(Milan, Rome, Bergamo, Abbiategrasso, Seveso, Novara, Venice, Paris, Berlin,
Oslo, Rotterdam, Cologne, Frankfurt, Siauliai, Seoul). His clients include
governments, local authorities and institutional and private investors. Among
other awards and marks of recognition, in 2006 he won the international
competition for the Centro Studi FLA, as well as the one for the Urban Project
of the Portasud Intermodal Centre in Bergamo, in 2007 he won the international
competition for the Feasibility Study of the MOVIcentro in Novara, in 2009 he
won the tender for the PGT (Territorial Administration Plan) of Abbiategrasso,
while in 2010 he won the ‘Gateway to Milan’ international competition for
Malpensa Airport with the ‘Magic
Threshold’ project. Working as a consultant to governments,
authorities and private investors, he has been called on as an expert to
organise international competitions of architecture and sit on juries. Since
September 2009 he has been a member of the Landscape Commission of the
municipality of Milan. He teaches architectural design and urban planning at
the Faculty of Architecture of Milan Polytechnic.
In 2011 he founded the publishing house
SMOwnPublishing, with the aim of bringing out books on architecture,
photography and landscape. He is editor of EUROPEAN PRACTICE series and UNIVERSITY PRESS series.
His writings and projects have appeared in the
principal magazines of architecture in Italy and abroad. He has published the
books Metamorfosi del Progetto Urbano
(2005), Infrastrutture nel Progetto
urbano (2006), Il Social Housing (2009)
and Centro studi FLA Learning Centre
(2012). The books The Evolving European City, Giuseppe Terragni's CASA RUSTICI 
and Recycling Lanscape are in course
of publication.
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The
EUROPEAN PRACTICE series has been launched with the intention of providing means
of in-depth analysis to all those who are engaged or interested in urban,
architectural and landscape design. The objective is to explore those practices
of intervention and approaches that set out to transform or introduce innovations
into contemporary cities and landscapes, looking at concrete
cases and the specific nature of situations. The authors of the books in this series
are architects, landscape designers, photographers and artists who, with a common
interest in acting within the complexity and the conflicts of the contemporary European
city, share with readers reflections that have emerged over the course of their
work, as they have put their tools of the trade to the test.

  


1. Centro studi FLA Learning Centre
2. Progetti Urbani e di paesaggio
3. Urban Landscape Strategies

  


Forthcoming
publication:
The Evolution of MILAN
Giuseppe Terragni's CASA RUSTICI
The Evolving
European City
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